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HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS” - *—:
A SEARCH FOF u(UNDARIES 7?" I

Anyone who attends to the nature of rhetorlc 1n massrmove-f
vments and endeavors to understand the scholarshlp surroundlng
:rthe subject sooner- or later recognlzes that 1t 1s an area of
great confu51on. The problem stem t so much from movements
themselves but from our 1nterpretatlons of them., ThlS 1s not to
’rrsay that we have not had clear and conc1se statements about move—
:ﬂ ments.< Certalnly Leland Grlffln 's éemlnal essay and Herbert 7
751mon s more recent d1scuss1ons of a leader-centered theory haae

expllcated certaln d1mens1ons of the topJ.c.l They have generated

debate and d1scusaon and must be cred1ted Wlth rev1v1ng:scholarly




In Herbert Slmons penetratlng artlcle he allowed that a - - :
) soc1al movement was an un1nst1tutlonallzed collect1v1ty that ,7;' i-}
%, . 7 :smoblllzes for actlon to 1mplement a program for reconstltutloni
?é . ';,é ' of soc1al norms - and values.“?r‘hlready»we have one 1f not tvo - R
:Ej iiirfi ';:' j% sources of our d1ff1culty.: To. dlscuss a soc1al movement orran : ' 7 .
= BN 7777 7 7 h1stor1cal movement is to 1nd1cate an. emphasls whlch does not o 7:A -

N ) preclude but serlously 1mpa1rs our rhetorloal V1s1on., A mass R

: - movement is 1tself a r1ver of communlcatlon w1th d1verse trlbu-- S

. - tarles, headlng 1n the same d1rectlon. It 1s therefore~no jfﬂ o - SN

partlcular “unlnstltutlonallzed collect1v1ty“ as Slmons and thel,
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1f; us away from the core of a movement It 1s as 1f we- are carto—

e 1:‘ graohers p1ac1ng rlvers,,lakes and countrles 1n the proper

perspectlve on the map so that»we can have a beautlful arrangement

Grlffln arranges for u he presents a workable,model for 1ook1ng
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at an hlstorlcal movement.c,When he suggests that there are three

stages to a movement'f (l) dlssatlsfactlon, (2) de51re for change-’ o éi
- l};f, T and (3) success or fallure, he,ls ant1c1pat1ng Slmons"soc1olog1- g
; ilg,jjr—’;" cal emphas:.s.3 Thus Grlffln s perlod of 1nceptlon, perlod of g

rhetorlcal cr1s1s, and pezlod of consummatlon ust be consldered

as soc1olog1ca1 constructs.f A mass movement 1s a rhetorlcal move—

V’ment - It does not follow, however[r




’;7rhetoric.i Any collectlve of people w1ll not produce a’ movement°

E 'tr'rhetorlc 1s the vehlcle upon whlch all a1ms and purposes rlde.

‘7Bas1cally there are three generallzatlons whlch should be under-

. ﬂhﬂ;:stood in connectlon w1th communlcatlon and movements.,

Generallzatlons §ij':éeir

= B l.,,A movement presupposes that ac

= LR have entered into a dynamlc fra

e verbalize-  their- aims,
e from tnelr rhetorlc

ollectlve of- human belngs
ternlty with each other to
The movement 1s not the people 1part

;iA movement presupposes the creatlon and productlon, through

rhetoric, of ‘symbols and metaphors whlch characterlze its

,’:'A movement is- the sum- total of the adherents' communlcatlve,
- ,act1v1ty, 1nternal and external T o ‘
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the acceptable metaphors for group coherio }* hlS 1spect of the 7, 77’" i j

- - o movement represents the rltual of mOVement rhetorlc. On the -

o - other hand rhetorlc dlrected toward the outs1de seeks to esta—:”

- B bllSh external relatlonshlps and 1n so dolng, to ﬁatch the {;;*7

SR o SOClOlOngtS, argues for new values and norms. ;The,content;onj’:f .
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1f 1t functlons to coordlnate, susta1n, and produce the thrust B - =

of a movement 1t 1s essentlal to a movement Rhetorlc becomes

a productlve structurlng art. Furthermore, 1f rhetorlc constl-

' pf tutes,,as 1t does, the essence of a movement 1t 1s meanlngful as

an understandlng of human behav1or to 1dent1fy, analyze and study

:*movements by thelr rhetorlcal 1nd1cators. Mbvements dlffer not - l =
merely 1n the orlgln of thelr grlevances or the compos1tlon of

thelr Votarlsts but pr1nc1pally 1n thelr rhetorlcal manlfestatlons.

o ;;ﬂ;?ff??'r Two separate mass movements in- the 1engthy and lengthenlng L, =

black protest campalgn 1llustrate the place of rhetorlc as a—

,;}marker of movements.?r What was essentlally dlfferent between -



Metaphors are fhe prlmary rhetorlcal 1nd1cators of a move-

- ment 7 A spec1f1c metaphor 1nd1cates the movement’s treatment of

::1ts oppos1tlon, deflnltlon of the 1ssues and summary statement of

4ts asplratlons.' Two klnds of metaphors are recognlzed 1n mass

movements (l) the tradltlonal Whlch I call the mlnor and (2) the 7

: pr1nc1pal metaphor.r The latter constltutes the fundament of the 1,»
7—movement It 1s the verbal emblem, the 1dent1fy1ng badge.} Relfl—

f; catlon 1s the pr1mary ba31s for treatlng abstractlons as though

they were thlngs. Thus the pr1n01pal metaphor 1s dependent upon

relflcatlon for 1ts translatlon as’ a polltlcal or 1deolog1cal

;f:symbol For example, to the back- o-Afrlca movement the express1on




contrasting movements}, What thls entalls 1s an 1dznt1f1catlon

of the pr1nc1pal mctaphor, elther by content analys1s or some,

' form of factor analys .S us1ng movement adherents.' Once the‘prln-

c1pal metaphor 1s establlshed that 1s, 1dent1f1ed “in every 7
1nstance of usage 1n speeches by the spokespelson, the researcher
proceeds to 1solate the mlnor metaphors Wthh const1tute the
laborlng force, the mules of rhetorlc., These metaphors are used
ln the productlon of argument, attacks on the opp051tlon, mythlca- .
tlon appeals and sanctlons, and the mctlng out of'justlce to the

wayward followers. In essence,ithese two categorles of"metaphors

represent the totallty of a rhetorlcal movement To be capahlei
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Wl e,

that Blshop Henry McNeal Turner of the Afrlcan Methodlst Eplscopal

Church susta1ned a back-to—Afrlca movement in the 19th century
largely on the use- of Afcha as. metaphor.? The term "Afrlca“ re—

presented for h1m fertlle lands, justlce, peace, rellg;on, and
The fallure of Turner s movement to galn w1de -

R 7:ic1v1llzatlon.
7popular support among blacks, such as was- to be achleved by Marcus
Garvey, could be lald -on. the lack of currency of h1s metaphor for 7
HlS campalgn dld how—,, o ';,i

Garvey was

7"the black masses at that tlme 1n h1story.
ever, prepare the grotndwork for Garvey s success.

also 1maglnat1ve enough to employ m1nor metaphors wh1ch supported
Nelther Turner nor h1s assoc1ates appear

h1s pr1nc1pal metaphor.
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- 71 Pdherence to any of the mlnor metaphorsrsuggests 1nd1rect supportfﬁ -
- for the pr1nc1pal metaphor, the movement s central dr1v1ng fo“ce. 7
Fur hermore the mlnor metaphors share a connectedness as a part 7
7x'7of the thematlc constructlon. When movement speakers are able
to secure acceptance of the mfnor metaphors much of thelr per~
- 11suas1ve work is done. So even 1n d01ng th1s, that 1s, in e {;;;

5};ﬂjf'£7 : 7;;facc0mp115hlng the acceptance of mlnor metaphors the leader‘or

S2 ’;;7spokesperson 1s dependent upon the transfer of messages-; Accep"iir
- ff:ffifr: :h?i tance and adherence to an 1d°a presupposes the present;ng of thatrilr;r'fi
: : ] :|.dea. Tt 1s prec1se1Y thJ.s dlmenSlOn that ls 1acked in the pre-;'f:‘i?" 7

v1ous works on mass movements., And Whlle 1t 1s pOSblble to

of therrhetorlcal

izil:then,'ls a message

ouslderatlons,’a message centered theor afflrms the communlcat" i

1fthe embelllshment and the orlglnal 1dea, the

shadow;and the substance In the back—to~Afr1ca movement, the




B blacks the véhicle, the substance, the essence. Justlce, fertlllty,

equallty, and peace constltuted thematlc appeals whlch created

.

"Afrlca" as’ overarchlng symbol 7 Metaphors are 1ntegral to any
sustalned verbal campalgn, the1r place in mass movements must be
o s studied as the source of a movement's dynamlc fraternlty.
7 7 ‘In conclus1on, a search for boundarles is only frustratlng
~when’ we have no clear markers- such is not the case in the rela—i
- tlonshlp between rhetor1c and mass movements. Of course we - have
“often paid llttle attentlon to “the var1et1es of verbal projectlons
7stand1ng squarely before us’ 1n our furlous haste to get lost in

- soc1ology and h1story.3 ThlS essay 1s not a beglnnlng, 1t 1s a_.

?ﬁnlversltyrof Callfornla,,;fi;
f, LOS Angelesi o R
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- HISTORICAL AND SOCTAL MOVEMENTS: S
'~ - . _ A SEARCH FOR UGONDARIES -~~~

Anyone who attends to the nature of rhetorlc 1n mass move-i

’—ments and endeavors to understand the scholarshlp surroundlng

‘4the subject sooner or later recognlzes that 1t 1s an area of -

R great confus1on., The problem stems not so much from movements

"fthemselves but from our 1nterpretatlons of them.i ThlS is not to

- say that we have not had clear and conc1se statements about move—i

:—:;ments. Certalnly Leland Gr1ff1n s §em1nal essay and Herbert -

’f81mon S more recent d1scuss1ons of a leader-centered theory have o

”}expllcated certaln d1mens1ons of the toplc.l* They have generated

’l:{élofrrhetorlc 1n a movement and by so dolng, to establlsh how the

2:fmetaphor operates as the essentlal—rhetorlcal 1nstrum=nt 1n con—f
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s L In Herbert Slmons' penetratlng artlcle he allowed that a o : 7

soc1al movement was an unlnstltutlonallzed collect1V1ty that ' - 7775

o - ;moblllzes for actlon to 1mplement a. program for reconstltutlon 7 ,ri,f

- =

, ;’é j ;—j,of soc1a1 norms and values;P? Alreadyrwe have one 1f not two ;71” A

- i,sources of our dlf 1cu1ty, To dlscuss a soc1a1 movement or an .- -

t'hlStOrlCal movemen* 1s to 1nd1cate an emphas1s whlch does not =

N - preclude but serlously 1mpa1rs our rhetorlcal v1s1on., A mass S }
,: movement is 1tself a rlver of communlcatlon w1th dlverse trlbu—.— =

tar1es, headlng 1n the same dlrectlon. It 1s thereforevno ;i :':, %

- * _ _ ) §




,stages to a movement-— (l) dlssatlsfactlon~ (2) deslre for change-

us away from the core of a movement It 1s as 1f we are carto—

grauhers plac1ng rlvers,rlakes and countrles 1n the proper

Aperspectlve ‘on the map S0- that‘we can have a beautlful arrangement

- —

Grlffln arranges for us he presents a workable model for looklng

at an hlstorlcal movement.,1When he suggests that there are three

ana (3) success or fallure he,ls ant1c;pat1ng Slmons' soc1olog1-

cal emphas1s.3 Thus Grlffln s perlod of 1nceptlon, perlod of

rhetorlcal cr1s1s, and pezlod of consummatlon must be cons1dered

as soc1olog1cal constructs A mass movement 1s a rhetorlcal move—

’ ment




f?—rhetoriC' Any COlleCthe of people Wlll not produce a movement°
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AR 'i}f rhetorlc 1s the vehlcle upon Wthh all alms and purposes rlde

I 'Baslcally there are three generallzatlons Wthh should be under~

T 'stood in: connectlon Wlth communlcatlon and movements.,

e e Generallzatlons LT f I ST

- - -~ °-° -~ 7 . have entered into a- ~dynamic_ fraternlty with each
P -~ verbalize their. ‘aims,.

ol ;“?—frr;:rfrom the1r rhetorlc.

Vlji"i}—-’,fl'lf A movement presupnoses that a collectlve of- human belngs

other to. R
,VThe movement 1s not the people apart

S f}E:Q{;TA movement presupposes the creatlon and productlon, through,

o - ... rhetoric, of Symbols-and metaphors whlch characterlze 1ts o .
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,11tself is-a rhetorlcal process.;; - 5 e

7h’ n mass movements.— i:’ff'i - i'-i

f}the'aoceptabie met aphors for group cohes1on, th

is aspect of the =

movement represents the r1tual of movement rhetorlc.r On the

';bllsh external relatlonshlps and in so dolng, to Fatth the— 15'3

,:;soc1ologlsts, argues for new Values and norms.

The organlzlng functlon
The sustaining function -
The productlve functlon

In its organlzlng functlon'rhetorlc—coord’nates

ST We are- now ready to look at the spec1flc funct

’; other hand, rhetorlc dlrected toward the outs1de seeks to esta-?

The’content;oh€3f

1ons of rhetorlc

andlstrﬁotures




- 1f 1t functlons to coordlnate, sustaln, and produce the thrust 7

of a,movement 1t is essentlal to a movement Rhetorlc becomes

B a productlve structurlng art Furthermore,flf rhetorlc constl—,

g ,;725 brrl: tutes, as 1t does, the essence of a movement 1t lS meanlngful asi
g: 'f,%i i :! i an understandlnq of human behav1or to 1dent1fy,,ana1yze and study
? - | movements by the1r rhetorlcal 1nd1cators. M‘ovemente dlffer not
? = ) 7j' merely 1n the orlgln of the1r grlevances or the compos1tlon of R
. ;‘,;thelr votarlsts but prlnc1pa11y 1n the1r rhetorlcal manlfestatlons.
é;' 7£:§:;;i:;:i£;i” Twotseparate mass movements 1n the lengthy and lengthenlng .
E . black protest campalgn 111ustrate the place of rhetorlc as a ,1;
F: :7{; marker of movements.? What was essentlally dlfferent between
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Metaphors are the pr1mary rhetorlcal 1nd1cators of a move—’
:' ment A spec1f1c metaphor 1nd1cates the movement s treatment of

o 1ts opp051tlon, deflnltlon of the 1ssues and summary statement of

lts asplratlons.r Two klnds of metaphors are recogalzed 1n mass 7
movements (1) the tradltlonal whlch I call the m1nor and (2) the
"’pr1n01pal metaphor., The latter constltutes the fundament'of the :7
7fmovement It 1s the Verbal emblem, the 1dent1fy1ng badge.: Relfl-
’i;eatlonils the prxmary ba51s for treatlng abstractlons as though

'1:jtney'wereith1ngs.' Thus the pr1nc1pal metaphor 1s dependent upon

7ffre1f1catlon for 1ts translatlon as a polltlcal or 1deologlcal

7", symbol For example, to the back— o-Afrlca movement the express1on

-YAfrica"

‘sustains the
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S ’contrastingimovements} What thls entalls is
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of the prlnc1pal mttaphor, e1ther by content analys1s or.

an 1dent1f1catlon K
some

fcrm of factor analysls us1ng movement adherents.’ Once the prln-

c1pal metaphor is establlshed that 1s, 1dent1f1ed in every

i 1nstance of usage 1n speeches by the spokespelson, the researcher

’ proceeds to 1solate the mlnor metaphors whlch constltute the

laborlng force, the mules of rhetorlc. These metaphors are used

1n the productlon of argument,‘attacks ‘on. the opp051tlon, mythlca—

77; tlon appeals and sanctlons, and the met1ng out of'justlce to the

wayward followers.

In essence, these two categorles of‘metaphors

7 represent the totallty of Vrrhetorlcal movement

To be capable

the rhe 7r1cal process,

the yellow perll our mlll";

: }?tary oastlon, or economlcs, they were tlghtly tled to the coattalls

P

Melbourne Cummlngs demonstrated
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’;that BlShOP Henry McNeal Turn=r of the Afrlcan Methodlst EplSCOpal‘ ,
7 Church sustalned a back~to—Afr1ca movement in the 19th century - —frrr
771argely on- the use of Afr:ca as metaphor.? The term “Afrlca" re—r .
";presented for hlm fertlle lands, justlce, peace, rellglon, and 7
;ic1V111zatlon. The fallure of lurner s movement to galn wxde
‘? popular supoort among blacks, such as was to be achleved by Marcus’
7Garvey, could be lald -on- the lack of currency of hlS metaphor for 7
7f;the black masses at that tlme 1q h1story.: HlS campalgn d1d how—

B ever, prepare the groundwork for Garvey £E succes : Garvcy was

,hls pr1ncxpal metaphor. Nelther Turner nor hlS assoc1ates appear

'f,to have possessed the necessaryfcreatlv

=

also 1mag1nat1ve enough to employ mlnor metaphors whlch supported

V?o support thelr{symbol




’ ;;suas1ve work 1s done. So evcn 1n d01na th1s, that 1s, in

7i'iispokesperson 1s dependent upon the transfer of messages., Accep-

- ;Wv1ous works on mass movements. And Whlle 1t 1s poss1ble to ;"E,A;

) Adherence to any of the m1nor metaphorS‘suggests 1nd1rect supportf'
7for the pr1nc1pal metaphor, the movement's central dr1v1ng force._::
Furthermore the mlnor metaphors share a connectedness as a part )
:’fof the themat1c constructlon., When movement speakcrs are ableii ;

- 7to secure acceptance of the mlnor metaphors much of thelr per~ - jlii;idl

7{iaccomp11sh1ng the acceptance of m1nor metaphors the leader- or— fr f;,;*

57’tance and adherence to an 1dea presupposes the presentlng of that

;ildea It 1s prec1sely th1s dlmens1on that is lacked 1n the pre-

i 1exam1ne a movement from the v1ewpolnt of a. leader,and h1s dllemmas,

7;the use of pr1nc1pal metaphors.r Itrshould;rf;

shadow and the substance.' In the back-to-Afrlca movement, the

- s



blacks the vehlcle, the substance, the essence. Justice, fertility,
equallty, and peace constituted thematlc appeals whlch created
"Afrlca“ as’ overa--hlng symbol ‘Metaphors are 1ntegral to any
sustalned verbal campalg *h place in mass movements ‘must be
";135 . studied as the source of a movement's dynamlc fraternlty.
S 7?17
‘In conclus1on, a aearch for boundarles 1sron1y frustratlngr
7 when we have no clear markers- such is not the case in the rela-
tlonshlp between rhetorlc and nass movements.r Of course we have
often pald 11ttie attentlon to the varletles of vernar projectlons
77;2;;3;7:f'i1 standlng squarely before us 1n our furlous haste to get 1ost in -

soc1ology and h1story., ThlS essay 1s not a beglnnlng, 1t 1s a .

'ce ter of rhetorlcal study.; It 1s{

—movementsfls crltlcal to'affull understand1ng.§ There can be 11tt1e

Arthur L ,Smlth ,'7'"
f;f Unlverslty of Callfornla,
- Los Angeles:jf~}=’
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